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Mission 

 
To improve the personal, social and academic growth of every student over time. 

 
The Superintendent’s Bulletin will be posted on the third Friday of each month and is available on 
our website. The purpose of this bulletin is to provide relevant information pertaining to each of our 
school districts across the SAU. Please read the bulletin and use it to remain updated on district news. 
 
 

I. Retirement Notice 
 
With mixed emotions, I wish to inform the entire SAU 50 community of my intention to retire at 
the end of my contractual obligations effective June 30, 2022.  I officially informed the SAU 50 
Joint School Board of my intention at the last meeting held on March 24th.  A copy of my letter 
submitted to the joint school board is attached.  It has been a privilege to serve the communities of 
Greenland, Newington, New Castle, and Rye and most thankful for the opportunity. 
 

II. Governor’s Emergency Order # 89 
 
On April 1st, Governor Sununu issued Emergency Order # 89 which stipulates that all New 
Hampshire schools must provide in-person instruction five days per week for all students who 
elect such an option.  Emergency Order # 89 states that New Hampshire schools shall retain the 
option to offer full-time distance learning for any student who elects one of these options.  
 
Through the Commissioner’s Office, we have been informed that each district in SAU 50 meets 
the requirements of Executive Order # 89 by calculating instructional hours for the year.  As a 
result, there are no changes being recommended and the current schedules will remain through the 
end of the academic year. 
 
A copy of both Governor’s Emergency Order #89 and the April 7th Q&A sheet from the New 
Hampshire Department of Education are attached.  
 

III. Director of Technology Update 
 
It has recently come to our attention that the popular online game Roblox 
(https://www.roblox.com) could be exposing your children to content and conversations well 
beyond their age level. In some cases this is at a level that involves the Internet Crimes Against 

https://www.roblox.com/


Children Task Force (https://www.icactaskforce.org/). We have begun to actively block Roblox 
on school issued devices through filtering as we do not deem it appropriate for use by children. If 
you do allow your children to use Roblox on home devices, it is highly encouraged that 
parents/guardians have an active role in monitoring the use and history of your children’s activity. 
  
The following article is a well written explanation of Roblox, how it works and key points in how 
a parent/guardian can monitor activity and what exactly can be monitored. 
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/parents-guide-to-roblox-and-how-your-kids-
can-play-it-safely/ 
  
This article also explains the risks and issues around Roblox. 
https://www.familyzone.com/anz/families/blog/roblox-parents-review 
 
 

IV. SAU 50 Job Postings 
 
The SAU 50 Joint School Board approved the job descriptions for two new positions, Facilities 
Manager and Finance Manager.  The information regarding these two positions will be posted on 
the SAU 50 Employment Opportunity webpage.  All applications will be received through School 
Spring beginning Friday, April 16th. 
 
Link: SAU 50 Employment Opportunities  
 

 
V. Additional Information for Parents and Staff 

 
Supporting Students As They Emerge from Remote Instruction 
 In this Phi Delta Kappan column, Phyllis Fagell counsels a third-grade teacher who 
writes, “These eight- and nine-year-old kids can’t manage little setbacks well, whether it’s a 
tough worksheet problem or a missed chance to be line leader, and I think it’s because they’re 
also coping with big disappointments.” Her students hate Zoom and lack the resilience they 
exhibited in the past. The teacher asks how she can reacclimate next year’s students when 
they’ve been through so much.  
 “The pandemic has had a huge impact on children,” Fagell responds, “changing how they 
learn, live, and play. And no two kids are going to respond exactly the same way, because 
everyone has a different backstory and risk factors.” Teachers are a vital part of kids’ support 
system, she says, and quotes two experts with suggestions: 
 • The 80/20 rule – “Typically, after a disaster, around 80% of kids will be just fine and 
recover well, and around 20% will struggle,” says Jonathan Wilson, director of OpSAFE 
International. Adults who focus on the 20% “end up playing whack-a-mole, jumping from crisis 
to crisis. It’s better to work with the 100% to rebuild community, talk about feelings, and reduce 
distress. Then the whole group helps you support the 20% and everybody builds resilience.” 

https://www.icactaskforce.org/
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/parents-guide-to-roblox-and-how-your-kids-can-play-it-safely/
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/parents-guide-to-roblox-and-how-your-kids-can-play-it-safely/
https://www.familyzone.com/anz/families/blog/roblox-parents-review
http://sau50.ss13.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=124305&pageId=124901


 • Anticipation and problem-solving – If, for example, students are having problems with 
new classroom groupings that separate them from friends, the teacher might suggest after-school 
play dates to keep those connections, suggests Ryan DeLapp, a child psychologist at Montefiore 
Health Systems in New York City. Problem-solving skills need explicit instruction, followed by 
praise when students apply them successfully, and when they deal well with disappointments. An 
important teacher skill: knowing when a student meltdown is coming and putting aside 
academics for a few minutes of quiet reading, mindfulness, or play.  

 
Reference: “Career Confidential: A Teacher Wants to Help Students Manage Disappointment 
Better” by Phyllis Fagell in Phi Delta Kappan, April 2021 (Vol. 102, #7, pp. 66-67); 
 
Reference: “Supporting Students As They Emerge from Remote Instruction,” by Kim Marshall. 
Marshall Memo, April 2021, (Vol. 881, pg 8) 
 
 
Recommended Books for 11-14-Year-Olds 
 In this School Library Journal feature, Monica Cabarcas recommends these books for 
tweens and young teens (see the link below for cover images and short reviews): 

- Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo (grade 8-12) 
- King and the Dragonflies by Kacen Callender (grade 6-8) 
- Turning Point by Paula Chase (grade 6-8) 
- The Only Black Girls in Town by Brandy Colbert (grade 5-8) 
- Rick by Alex Gino (grade 4-7) 
- Almost American Girl: An Illustrated Memoir by Robin Ha (grade 7-9) 
- The Boys in the Back Row by Mike Jung (grade 5-7) 
- Stand up, Yumi Chung! by Jessica Kim (grade 4-7) 
- Millionaires for the Month by Stacy McAnulty (grade 5-8) 
- Everything Sad is Untrue: (A True Story) by Daniel Nayeri (grade 7-12) 
- Free Lunch by Rex Ogle (grade 6-8) 
- Black Brother, Black Brother by Jewell Parker Rhodes (grade 5-8) 
- Clean Getaway by Nic Stone (grade 5-8) 

 
Reference: “Reading in Between” by Monica Cabarcas in School Library Journal, March 2021 
(Vol. 67, #3, pp. 60-62) 
 
Reference: “Recommended Books for 11-14 Year Olds,” by Kim Marshall. Marshall Memo, April 
2021, (Vol. 881, pg. 10) 
 
 
 
 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/00317217211007354?journalCode=pdka
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/00317217211007354?journalCode=pdka
https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=great-books-13-Diverse-Titles-for-Middle-School-Readers


VI. Vaccinations for SAU 50 
 
SAU 50 staff members received their second dose of the Moderna vaccine on Friday, April 9th. 
We are most thankful to Portsmouth Fire Chief Todd Germain and his staff for hosting the closed 
pod clinic at Portsmouth High School.  Thanks to our SAU 50 staff for shaking off the lingering 
after effects of the vaccination and returning to schools with smiling faces this morning.  Bravo! 
 
 
Calendar of Events 

 
 
 
 

 

April 13, 2021 Newington School Board Meeting – Remote 4:00 PM 
April 19, 2021 Greenland School Board Meeting – Remote 6:00 PM 
April 21, 2021 Rye School Board Meeting – Remote 5:00 PM 
April 26-30, 2021 Spring Recess  
May 3, 2021 
May 4, 2021 
May 11, 2021 
May 17, 2021  
May 19, 2021 

New Castle School Board Meeting – Remote 
Secondary School Advisory Meeting – Remote 
Newington School Board Meeting – Remote 
Greenland School Board Meeting – Remote  
Rye School Board Meeting – Remote 

5:00 PM    
5:00 PM 
4:00 PM 
6:00 PM 
5:00 PM 

May 26, 2021 
May 31, 2021 

SAU 50 Joint Board Meeting – Remote 
Memorial Day  

6:30 PM 
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